4O       Some Aspects of Robert Burns.

hand, is Burns as he may have appeared to a con-
temporary clergyman, whom we shall conceive to
have been a kind and indulgent but orderly and
orthodox person, anxious to be pleased, but too
often hurt and disappointed by the behaviour of
his red-hot prot/g^ and solacing himself with the
explanation that the poet was " the most incon-
sistent of men." If you are so sensibly pained by
the misconduct of your subject, and so paternally
delighted with his virtues, you will always be an
excellent gentleman, but a somewhat questionable
biographer. Indeed, we can only be sorry and
surprised that Principal Shairp should have chosen
a theme so uncongenial. When we find a man
writing on Burns, who likes neither Holy Willie^
nor the Beggars, nor the Ordination, nothing is
adequate to the situation but the old cry of G^ronte:
" Que diable allait-il faire dans cette galere ?"
And every merit we find in the book, which is
sober and candid in a degree unusual with bio-
graphies of Burns, only leads us to regret more
heartily that good work should be so greatly
thrown away.

It is far from my intention to tell over again
a story that has been so often told ; but there are
certainly some points in the character of Burns
that will bear to be brought out, and some chapters
in his life that demand a brief rehearsal. The